The Story of the Winged-S
tides that are being shuffled by blind and brainless
natural forces. I believe in a different explanation,
namely, that somehow, in a way that cannot be well
understood in our plan of existence, the design of such
a mechanism, as well as a general plan of growth,
existed prior to the time for its appearance in the visible
earthly process. These design patterns influenced the
direction of the evolutionary process, by the develop-
ment of a new mechanism or faculty which was in-
tended to become really valuable only after thousands
of generations.
The question of natural evolution was discussed
here because of some analogy with the subject of this
chapter, namely, the fact that progressive evolution can
be regarded as a sort of continuous creative engineer-
ing work. When nature produces, after millions of
years of gradual development, an eye that can see or
a creature that can fly, or when a human inventor
creates a photographic camera or a flying machine, in
all of these cases the result must be in accord with some
natural laws and must represent something that was
potentially possible. In other words, before a new
creature appears in the world or before a new invention
is made, it may be considered as having potentially
existed in what we call the future, somewhere along the
line of the fourth dimension.
Intuition appears to be some ability which permits
an inventor, in a way not yet explained and possibly
inexplainable, to " tune in " like a radio, and to learn,
somehow, some facts or laws that are not yet known,
or imagine and create a mechanism or part in correct
accord with natural laws not yet discovered at the time
of the invention, It may be said, therefore, that the